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Dear Friends:
The 2002 short legislative session has ended.

While we passed several important pieces of legis-
lation, I am disappointed we did not reach agree-
ment on a major tax restructuring plan or address
the state budget deficit.

I voted for a plan in the House that would have offset expected
property tax increases, created a better climate for economic growth
and addressed the current state budget deficit intensified by the
national recession. I believe this proposal, while not perfect,
answered some of the questions about fairness and equity that have
long plagued our tax systems.

I thought we should confront these issues now rather than later
if we are to avoid cutting important state services, including fund-
ing for public education. Unfortunately, Republicans in the Indiana
House and Senate did not share this opinion, and we were unable
to establish a compromise in the closing days of the session. It con-
cerns me that the Republicans are unwilling to do anything to
address the short-term financial stability of our state. I remain hope-
ful that we can reach some consensus on these issues in the coming
months before deeper, more painful cuts become necessary.

Despite my concerns about the budget deficit and taxes, I am
pleased we did enact several proposals to help a variety of Hoosiers.
We passed landmark public safety and anti-terrorism legislation,
enacted a number of provisions that protect children and approved
several health care initiatives. I have detailed a number of those new
laws inside this newsletter.

Please contact me if you have questions or concerns about state
government. You can e-mail me at H14@in.gov or call toll free at
1-800-382-9842.

Sincerely,

Dr. Vernon G. SmithDr. Vernon G. Smith
Indiana State Representative, District 14
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Legislature stands together on public safety laws
Lawmakers act against terrorism, other threats

Aircraft
offenses
Senate Bill
10 permits
the use of
reasonable
force to
stop a per-
son from
hijacking or seizing unlawful
control of an aircraft in
flight. The bill also makes it
a felony to enter a secured
area of an airport, use force
or violence to hijack an air-
craft in flight or commit
criminal confinement on an
aircraft.

Nerve agents
Last year’s anthrax scare

evidenced the need for
greater security against
chemical and biological war-
fare. House Bill 1029
requires the adoption of rules
to establish training and cer-
tification standards to allow
emergency medical techni-
cians in certain counties to
administer antidotes for
exposure to VX nerve agents.

Victim tax relief
For those personally

affected by the events of
September 11, the
Legislature passed Senate Bill
50, which excludes from
state income tax any com-
pensation paid to an attack
victim’s spouse or child.

Other laws
address terrorism
and its aftermath After the terrorist attacks of

September 11, officials across the
country took a serious look at the
ability of local emergency systems
to respond to a similar threat. The
members of the Indiana General
Assembly passed several laws dur-
ing this session to help meet the
challenge of our
new defense
requirements.

House Bill
1001 establishes a
Counter-Terrorism
and Safety
Council (C-
TASC) that will
serve as the coor-
dinating state
agency for emer-
gency manage-
ment response to
terrorist acts.
Chaired by the
lieutenant gover-
nor, the council
will develop anti-
terrorism strategy,
including placing an affiliate of the
council in each county, coordinat-
ing efforts with the U.S. Office of
Homeland Security, and imple-
menting counterterrorism training
in the state law enforcement acade-
my.

Part of a $1.25 BMV service
charge will be used to develop an
integrated wireless public safety
system to help connect agencies
across the state in case of an emer-
gency (see article on Project
Hoosier SAFE-T). A portion of

Child protection remains a top 
legislative priority

This year some of our finest work in the
legislature came in passing laws to improve
upon the safety of Indiana’s children. The
Amber Alert program, set forth in Senate Bill
20, establishes a missing child network. This
includes a statewide, toll-free telephone line
to report missing children and sightings of
missing children, a clearinghouse of child iden-
tification and investigative information, and agreements with local televi-
sion stations to broadcast information about a missing child.

Legislators took several steps against sexual predators. Senate Bill
482 toughens laws against soliciting a child over the Internet, permitting
a police officer to pose undercover as a child in order to capture offend-
ers. This law also makes it a crime to fondle oneself in front of a child.

In recent years there has been an increase of Websites that specialize
in photos of children and child pornography. House Bill 1010 contains
language specifying that state laws dealing with child exploitation, pos-
session of child pornography and obscenity apply to these digital images.

Following the September 11 terrorist attacks, many looked for ways
to provide assistance to their fellow Americans. We see that compassion-
ate spirit in various forms, including organ and bone marrow donation.
Until recently, volunteers were charged a $90 fee to donate, preventing
some people from making a donation. House Bill 1049 waives that fee,
using funds from the state's Anatomical Gift Promotion Fund.
Lawmakers believe that waiving the fee will encourage more people to
donate, increasing the pool of donors and thus the potential for a match
between donors and recipients.

Improving Hoosier health care is the object of several other new
laws created this year. House Bill 1252 broadens guidelines to permit
more self-directed in-home care. Thanks to Senate Bill 213, emergency
medical technicians will be able to administer epinephrine to patients
experiencing severe allergic reactions or anaphylactic shock. In the event
of Medicaid cuts, the mentally ill will still receive necessary drugs pre-
scribed to treat diseases like bipolar disorder, schizophrenia and major
depression with the passage of House Bill 1233. Finally, Indiana will join
the Interstate Nurse Licensure Compact with House Bill 1297, which
permits a licensed nurse in any state that is a member of the compact to
practice here without having to obtain a new license. 

House Bill 1101 allows peo-
ple to cast a provisional ballot if
they believe they are registered to
vote in their precinct, but their
names are not listed on the voter
rolls. Election officials would
verify they are eligible to vote
after all ballots are cast. The bill
also allows voters to correct their
ballots if they make a mistake.

Voting systems will be made
more accessible to people with
disabilities, it will become easier
for overseas and military voters
to vote by absentee ballot and
there will be increased efforts to
educate voters through the post-
ing of voter rights.

Organ donor and other health care legislation
from this SessionElection reforms

become law

the service charge will also be
used to alleviate the state police
crime laboratory backlog.

The law includes penalties
for several terrorist and public
safety issues, including:
• money laundering to support

terrorist activi-
ties 
• restrictions on
the issuance of
commercial dri-
ver’s licenses
and hazardous
materials
endorsements
• penalties con-
cerning regulat-
ed explosives or
devices, the pos-
session of a
weapon of mass
destruction or
the intent to
cause a person
to believe that a
substance is a
weapon of mass

destruction
• disorderly conduct on airport
premises
• interruption or impairment of
work at a food processing facility
• the expulsion of a student who
brings a destructive device on
school property.

While no one foresaw the
devastation of the September
attacks, we are taking every step
possible to maintain Indiana’s
safety to the fullest extent. 
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Project Hoosier SAFE-T  
Part of the new anti-ter-

rorism law provides funding
for Project Hoosier SAFE-T, a
system allowing public safety
agencies to communicate with
each other during emergen-
cies.

Any event that crosses
county lines, such as a severe
storm, a police chase or a fatal
accident puts the first respon-
ders and the victims at risk if
officials are unable to cooper-
ate and respond quickly. 

This system will connect
all participating local, state
and federal public safety agen -
cies. Eliminating incompatible
or obsolete radio systems will
save Hoosier lives.
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Rep. Smith has tremendous success in passing bills

I have worked very hard during my tenure
here at the Statehouse to pass legislation that
improves the lives of Hoosiers all across our state. I
am especially diligent about listening to Lake
County residents and then introducing legislation
that addresses your concerns. It is my responsibility
to make sure your voice is heard at the Statehouse.

I have had direct involvement with the passage
of more than 60 laws as an author, co-author,
sponsor or co-sponsor. I have heard countless other
bills in my time as a committee chairman. Most
legislators average one or two bills passed per ses-
sion, and I have worked hard to exceed that num-
ber each year.

Here is a list of the various bills I have helped
become laws over the past few years.

1997

HB 1044 - Obsolete textbooks
HB 1045 - Zoning affidavit for auto dealership license

HB 1611 - Teacher Licensing

HB 1710 - Commission on Social Status of Black Males
HB 1711 - Sewer fees

SB 144 - Sex offenders and sex crime victims

1998

HB 1219 - Shaken baby syndrome
SB 389 - Programs for high ability students
HB 1272 - Lake County property tax sale

1999
HB 1300 - Education information by ethnicity and gender

HB 1304 - Safe deposit boxes of a deceased person

HB 1305 - Inmates
HB 1419 - Penalties for offenses near schools
SB 465 - Assessed value deduction for elderly

2000
HB 1004 - FSSA preauthorization and payment methods

HB 1013 - Cultural diversity training and corrections
HB 1376 - Safety deposit boxes

HB 1180 - Display of Ten Commandments

2001
HB 1299 - Safety information for handgun permit applicants

HB 1971 - Education issues
SB 501 - Transportation of children

2002

HB 1252 - Self directed in-home care
HB 1298 - Notification to foster parents


